Possible receptor effects of chronic lithium administration.
This article will review the possible effects of chronic administration of lithium on behavioral studies and on receptor binding. Evidence suggests that lithium pretreatment might be effective in blocking the development of pharmacologically-induced behavioral dopamine supersensitivity although alterations in receptor binding may not be directly correlated to behavioral changes. Experimental results indicate that the effect of lithium may not be consistent throughout the brain, may be related to specific methods of sensitivity-induced alterations and may simultaneously alter several receptor systems.